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Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Waterloo, 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  of  Crosby, 

The  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained  good  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  low.  The  Birth  Rate  declined  during 
the  year  from  1 7,0  to  1 5,4  per  1 ,000  of  population — a decline  which  is  in  keeping 
with  the  trend  throughout  the  country.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a slight 
increase  in  the  crude  death  rate  from  11,6  to  12,4  per  1^000  of  population. 
The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  39  and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  nil, 
both  of  which  are  indications  of  the  valuable  part  played  by  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Services  in  saving  life. 

This  is  the  first  complete  year  in  which  the  National  Health  Services  Act  of 
1946  has  been  in  operation.  Under  this  Act,  the  benefits  of  free  general 
practitioner,  dental,  hospital  and  optical  treatment  are  for  the  first  time  made 
available  to  all.  The  Act  also  transferred  the  management  of  hospitals  to 
ad  hoc  bodies  created  for  the  purpose,  known  as  Regional  Hospital  Boards  ; 
day-to-day  administration  is  under  the  control  of  Hospital  Management 
Committees  appointed  by  the  Boards.  Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  this 
system,  it  has  unquestionably  caused  the  drifting  apart  of  those  branches  of  the 
medical  services  concerned  with  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disease. 

The  extent  of  this  separation  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  the  Borough 
of  Crosby — one  of  the  126  ‘ great  towns  ’ in  England  and  Wales — is  not  even 
represented  upon  the  Local  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  shortage  of  houses  is  still  acute,  although  105  houses  have  been  com- 
pleted during  the  year  by  the  Council.  The  Housing  Committee  has  been 
fully  aware  of  the  tuberculosis  problem,  and  the  danger  to  young  children 
where  tuberculous  patients  live  in  overcrowded  conditions  ; it  has  been 
possible  to  grant  housing  priority  to  some  of  the  most  urgent  cases. 

I would  conclude  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Department  for 
their  loyal  co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  health  of  the  Borough. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  HAILWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics 


SECTION  I. 


Vital  Statistics,  1949. 


Area— 6,852  acres  (land  and  inland  water  4,771  acres,  foreshore 
2,081  acres) 

Rateable  Value,  at  October  1949  , £523^995 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimate  for  1949-50)  . £2,050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1949,  according  to  rate 
books  16,220 


Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate,  mid- 1949  . . 

Population  at  1931  census 

Births — Males  486,  Females  431 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  for  the  126  Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales 
Stillbirths — Males  13,  Females  12 
Stillbirths  Rate,  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Deaths — Males  366,  Females  373 
Crude  Death  Rate,  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
(comparability  factor  0.95) 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  for  the  126  Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Males  17,  Females  1 1 
Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonar>’  Tuberculosis — Males  4, 
Females  0 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  from  Cancer — Males  68,  Females  55 
Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

Deaths  of  Children  under  two  years  of  age,  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years) 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — Males  18,  Females  18 
Infant  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  live  births 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  1 26  Great  Towms  of  England  and 
Wales 

Maternal  Deaths 


59,400 

50,569 

917 

15.4 

16.7 

18.7 
25 
27 

739 

12.4 


11.8 

11.7 

12.5 

28 

0.47 


4 

0.07 

123 

2.07 


3 

0.05 

36 

39 

32 


37 

Nil. 
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List  of  causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  during  the 

year  1949. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 



3. 

Scarlet  Fever 



__ 

. 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 



_ 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 



6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

17 

11 

28 

0.47 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

— 

4 

0.07 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

4 

1 

5 

0.08 

9. 

Influenza 

3 

6 

9 

0.15 

10. 

Measles  

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
encephalitis   

1 

1 

0.02 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

0.02 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(males),  uterus  (females) 

3 

5 

8 

0.13 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

18 

10 

28 

0.47 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

7 

7 

0.12 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

47 

33 

80 

1.35 

17. 

Diabetes  

3 

2 

5 

0.08 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

37 

58 

95 

1.60 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

110 

122 

232 

3.91 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

9 

12 

21 

0.35 

21. 

Bronchitis  

18 

19 

37 

0.62 

22. 

Pneumonia 

10 

13 

23 

0.39 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

5 

8 

0.13 

24. 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

6 

4 

10 

0.17 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

3 

— 

3 

0.05 

26. 

27. 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

0.13 

28. 

Nephritis  

9 

2 

11 

0.19 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  vSepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 



31. 

Premature  Birth 

4 

6 

10 

0.17 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury 
and  Infantile  Disease 

10 

8 

18 

0.30 

33. 

Suicide  

4 

2 

6 

0.10 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

7 

1 

8 

0.13 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

8 

6 

14 

0.24 

36 

All  other  causes 

24 

35 

59 

1.00 

Total  Deaths 

366 

373 

739 

12.44 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 

THE  Year  1949. 


{Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns). 


Births 

Live  

Still  

Deaths 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid Fevers  

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  

Influenza 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

Pneumonia  

Deaths 

Infants  under  1 year 
of  age,  all  causes.  .. 
Enteritis  and  Diarr- 
hoea in  children 
under  two  years  of 
age 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Uoroughs 
and 

Great  Towns, 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Borough  of 
Crosby 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

16.7 

18.7 

' 18.0 

18.5 

15.4 

0.39 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

0-42 

11.7 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

12.4 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

O.CO 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

• 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

0.54 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

- 

- 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

0.51 

0.56  ■ 

0.49 

0.59 

0.39 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

32 

37 

30 

29 

39 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

3.27 

Maternal  Mortality 
Abortion  with  Sepsis 

(No.  140)  

Abortion  without 

Sepsis  (No.  141) 

Puerperal  Infections 

(No.  147)  

Other  Maternal  Causes 
Nos.142-6  & 148-150... 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 


0.11  ■ 

0.05 

► 

Details 

not 

for  these 
available 

sections 

- 

0.11 

0.71 

J 

- 

A dash  (-)  indicates  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
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Vital  Statistics  for  the  Area.  Years 
1900,  1910,  1915  AND  1949 


1900 

1910 

1915 

1949 

Borough  of 
Crosby 

Gt. 

Crosby 

W’loo  & 
Seaforth 

Gt.  W’loo  & 
Crosby  Seaforth 

Gt. 

Crosby 

W’loo  & 
Seaforth 

Population  .... 

7974 

V ^ 

22,500 

14,300  27,780 

V 1 J 

13,781 

27,473 

59,400 

30, 

474 

42,' 

080 

41,' 

254 

Births  

156 

V 0 

575 

J 

247 

641 

J 

270 

V. 

619 

917 

73 

1 

888 

\ 

88 

/ ' 

9 

Birth  Rate 

19.61 

23.00 

17.27 

23.07 

19.73 

22.53 

15.4 

Deaths  

100 

305 

} 

123 



274 

J 

123 

V. 

403 

739 

40 

5 

s.f 

397 

526 

Death  Rate  

12.57 

12.20 

8.60 

9.86 

8.99 

14.66 

12.4 

Deaths  of 
Infants  of 
under  1 year 
of  age 

12 

V 

76 

) 

28 

V 

51 

J 

19 

1 

56 

36 

8'8 

79 



75 

Deaths  from 
Diphtheria  

— 

3 

2 

4 

4 

5 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Cancer  

? 

5 

6 

28 

8 

39 

123 

Heart  Disease 

? 

24 

11 

13 

11 

25 

232 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis .... 

? 

24 

7 

25 

12 

16 

28 

Mean  of  5 

I'er 

i.OOO  of  estimated  population 

Maternal  Mortality  rate 

Rate  of 
deaths 
under 
one  year 
per  iouo 
live  births 

Live 

birtft- 

rate 

Crude 

death- 

rate 

Death  Rate 
from 

Tuberculosis 

of 

Respiratory 

System 

Death- 

rate 

from 

Cancer 

Per  1 Per  1000 
1000  total 

live  1 live  & 

births  ' still 

1 births 

years. 

! 

1944-1948 

18.5 

13.2 

0.66 

2.  08 

0.96  0.94 

50 

Year  1948 

17.0 

11.6 

0.50 

1.91 

- 

39 

„ 1949 

15.4 

12.4 

0.47 

2.07 

- 

39 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1949  on  5 years’  average  1944-1948 


1944-1948 

Previous 

f 

I 

o 

bo 

-0.19  -0.01 

-0.96 

-0.94 

-11 

year 

- 1.6  -f  0.8 

-0.03  -fO.16 

— 

- 

— 

Deaths  Registered  in  the  Borough  since  its  Formation 
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1 

XQ 

g| 

159 

144 

166 

178 

172 

QO 

ON 

CO 

ON 

222 

225 

225 

216 

1 

B 

0 

•a 

98 

111 

104 

92 

m 

o 

93 

o 

NO 

' 123 

114 

00 

cn 

Q 

O a 

O 

o S 

b| 

T}* 

CN 

00 

22 

ON 

00 

•Nf 

<N 

CN 

■NT 

C5N 

leaths 

from 

1000  Pul- 
illegit.  monary 
births  Tuber-  Z 
culosis  E 

in 

m 

33 

22 

29 

§ 

VO 

' 40 

34 

35 

47 

Rate  D 
per 

130 

vO 

o 

(N 

357 

! 

m 

in 

200 

1 

138 

129 

00 

o 

<N 

00 

00 

CN 

1 

1 S)« 

vO 

o 

vO 

ON 

ON 

o 

NO 

NO 

o 

F-H 

Rate 

Dcr 

1000  I 
legit,  ti 
lirths 

53 

53 

59 

59 

80 

60 

1 48 

CN 

Tj< 

o 

in 

50 

§ 

w O 

'SoS 

43  ' 

47 

57 

53 

00 

j 33 

in 

55 

39 

Death 

Rat^ 

per  L 
1000  n 
live 
births 

56 

58 

o 

64 

00 

NO 

in 

in 

1 

42 

53 

57 

39 

Deaths 

.2-SSS 

C S ^ 

1 

47 

1 

53 

1 

53 

66 

57 

o 

in. 

58 

On 

m 

r- 

in 

65 

Death  ] 
Rate  !t 
per  1000  1 

•o  CO 

dS^ 

(So8 

12.4 

\o 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

Tj* 

in 

12.6 

00 

d 

Death 

Rate 

per  1000 
est.  pop. 
Crosby 

11.4 

12.7 

00 

m 

00 

11.9 

13.8 

13.8 

13.7 

13.3 

13.4 

11.6 

Total 

1 

639 

705 

752 

915 

631 

720 

730 

736 

770 

784 

688 

Female 

352 

319 

377 

387 

479 

314 

m 

NO 

m 

365 

372 

391 

r-" 

NO 

m 

340 

Male 

359 

320 

328 

365 

436 

317 

355 

365 

364 

379 

417 

348 

1 C 

1 -S 

1 M 

S."  »! 
a-a  2 
•2  is  S 

s 

in 

o 

00 

t^ 

o 

On 

NO 

o 

00 

<N 

o 

ON 

CN 

o 

o 

s 

§ 

o 

NO 

in 

o 

s 

o 

1 9 

1 ^ 
1 O 

1 Qu 

C '*3 

cScSiS 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

rf 

in 

in 

in 

(N 

in 

CN 

in 

cn 

in 

in 

ocT 

in 

On 

in 

Year 

1937 

1938 

1939 

On 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

4 

1946  ; 

1947 

1948 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

HOSPITALS. 

There  is  only  one  small  general  hospital  in  the  Borough,  but  patients 
requiring  hospital  treatment,  including  those  suffering  from  infectious 
disease,  are  admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  adjoining  areas. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the  prompt  removal  of 
infectious  cases,  and  in  general  there  has  not  been  excessive  delay  in 
obtaining  beds.  The  old  “ chronic  sick  ” patient,  however,  presents  a 
serious  problem.  Crowded  hospitals  are  naturally  reluctant  to  admit 
such  cases,  and  much  hardship  is  thereby  caused,  not  only  to  the 
sufferers,  but  to  their  relations  and  friends.  The  changing  age- 
structure  of  the  population  is  likely  to  accentuate  this  difficulty  in  future 
years. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  now  responsible  for  all  Ambul- 
ance facilities  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year,  modern,  elaborately 
equipped  vehicles  have  been  brought  into  use  and  staff  expansion  has 
taken  place ; these  changes  have  been  reflected  in  the  satisfactory 
service  given  to  a greatly  increased  number  of  patients. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

School  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  are  now  provided 
for  the’  Borough  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  administered 
locally  by  a Divisional  Health  Committee,  in  which  Crosby  has  six 
representatives. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

1.  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Wednesday  afternoons. 

(b)  Seaforth  Clinic,  Cecil  Road,  Seaforth 
Monday  afternoons. 

(c)  Crosby  Clinic,  Alexandra  Hall,  Crosby, 
Friday  afternoons. 

2.  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 

(b)  Seaforth  Clinic,  Cecil  Road,  Seaforth. 
Wednesday  afternoons. 

(c)  Crosby  Clinic,  Alexandra  Hall,  Crosby. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

(d)  Moorside  Clinic,  Moorside  Park  Pavilion, 
Moorside  Road,  Crosby. 

Monday  afternoons. 
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3.  Immunisation  Clinic. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Alternate  Friday  afternoons. 

(b)  Alexandra  Hall,  Crosby. 

Alternate  Friday  afternoons. 

4.  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Tuesday  mornings  and  Friday  afternoons. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

1.  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Every  morning — treatment. 

Friday  morning — Doctor’s  consultation. 

(b)  Seaforth  Clinic,  Cecil  Road,  Seaforth. 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings — 

treatment. 

Monday  morning — Doctor’s  consultation. 

(c)  Alexandra  Hall,  Crosby. 

Thursday  morning — Doctor’s  consultation. 

2.  Dental  Clinic. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 

(b)  Alexandra  Hall,  Crosby. 

Full-time  staff  in  attendance,  by  appoint- 
ment, at  both  centres. 

3.  Orthodontic  Clinic 

Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Thursday  mornings. 

4.  Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Monday  afternoons  and  Wednesday  morn- 
ings. 

5.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  Clinic. 

(a)  Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Alornings  of  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in 
each  month. 

(b)  Waterloo  Hospital. 

Op>erations  when  necessary. 


Health  Services 
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6.  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Tuesday  mornings  and  Friday  afternoons. 

7.  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

L.C.C.  Clinic,  Linacre  Road,  Litherland. 
Thursday  mornings. 

8.  Orthoptic  Clinic. 

Waterloo  Clinic,  Prince  Street,  Waterloo. 
Monday  and  Thursday  mornings  and  afternoons. 
Tuesday  afternoons  and  Wednesday  mornings. 

OTHER  SERVICES 

9.  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

The  Dispensary,  “Ellesmere,”  Crosby 
Road  N.,  Waterloo.  By  appointment. 

10.  Venereal  Disease  Clinics. 

(a)  Bootle  General  Hospital,  Derby  Road, 
Bootle. 

(b)  Liverpool  Hospitals. 

Miscellaneous. 

HOME  NURSING 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Borough  was  carried  on  for  many  years  by  two 
Nursing  Associations,  who  built  up  a satisfactory  service.  This  service 
was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  on  5th  July,  1948,  and  has  been 
continued  on  similar  lines.  There  are  six  District  Nurses,  of  whom 
three  live  in  a District  Nurses  Home.  The  services  of  a District  Nurse 
are  obtained  through  the  patient’s  general  practitioner. 

MIDWIFERY 

Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  the  County  Council  has  provided  a 
Midwifery  Service  for  some  years.  Six  Mid  wives  are  employed  in  the 
Borough.  Each  Midwife  is  allotted  a district,  although  her  work  is  not 
strictly  confined  to  that  area.  All  the  Midwives  have  had  training  in 
the  administration  of  Gas  and  Air,  and  are  provided  with  a ‘Minnitts’ 
Gas  and  Air  Apparatus.  Each  Midwife  has  a car. 

The  midwives  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  with  their  patients,  and 
close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Midwives  and  the  Health 
Visitors. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 

All  specimens  requiring  bacteriological  examination  are  submitted 
to  Professor  Robinson,  City  Bacteriologist,  City  Laboratories, 
Liverpool. 
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Miscellaneous 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Liverpool  Corporation  supply  the  whole  of  the  Borough  with 
water  excellent  in  quality  and  adequate  in  quantity,  drawn  chiefly  from 
Lake  Vyrnwy  in  North  Wales.  All  houses  are  served  from  the  public 
mains. 

The  water  is  purified  by  slow  sand  filtration,  and  afterwards  treated 
with  chlorine.  Samples  are  regularly  examined  by  the  Liverpool  City 
Bacteriologist,  with  uniformly  satisfactory  results. 

No  difficulties  due  to  plumbo-solvent  action  have  been  experienced; 

SCAVENGING 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  workmen  under  the 
supervision  of  a Cleansing  Superintendent  directed  by  the  Borough 
Engineer. 

The  main  roads  are  cleansed  daily,  other  roads  at  less  frequent 
intervals — at  least  once  weekly.  The  district  is  therefore  kept  in  a 
clean  and  tidy  state,  the  whole  of  the  76  miles  of  roads  with  their 
passages  receiving  regular  attention. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Section  47. 

With  the  co-operation  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district,  it  has 
been  possible  to  secure  the  removal  of  all  cases  found  to  be  in  need 
of  care  and  attention,  without  recourse  to  the  procedure  laid  down  in 
Section  47  of  the  Act. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
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SECTKJN  3. 


Statistics  of  births  and  infant  deaths  during  1949 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  births 

477 

409 

886 

Illegitimate  births 

9 

22 

31 

Total  births  . 

486 

431 

917 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  population) 

15.4 

Legitimate  still-births 

11 

11 

22 

Illegitimate  still-births 

2 

1 

3 

Total  still-births 

13 

12 

25 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births) 

27 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Legitimate 

18 

16 

34 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Total  deaths 

18 

18 

36 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1,000  legit,  live  births) 

38 

Illegitimate  infants  (per  1,000  illegit.  live  births) 

65 

All  infants  (per  1 .000  live  births)  

39 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil. 

Births  and  Still-Births  Registered  in  the  Borough 
SINCE  its  Formation 


Year 

Population 

Males 

Number  of  Births 

1 Legit-  1 Illegit-  ; Rate  per 
Females  Total  imate  imate  1000  Pop. 

1 1 Crosby 

Live 
Birth 
Rate 
Eng.  & 
Wales 

No.  of 
Still- 
Births 
Crosby 

1937 

55,580 

443 

396 

839  ! 816  23  15.0 

14.9 

41 

1938 

55,780 

417 

382 

799  770  29  14.3 

15.1 

32 

1939 

55,690 

378 

371 

749  721  28  13.4 

15.0 

33 

1940 

54,280 

423 

407 

830  1 791  ! 39  i 15.2 

14.6 

7 

1941 

51,290 

413 

369 

782  i 737  45  15.2 

14.2 

25 

1942 

53,010 

492 

436 

928  1 876  52  17.5 

15.8 

39 

1943 

52.160 

491 

488 

979  914  ! 65  18.7 

16.5 

34 

1944 

52,800 

553 

508 

1061  1 984  j 77  20.0 

17.6 

35 

1945 

53,670 

473 

450 

923  1 849  74  17.1 

16.1 

19 

1946 

57,540 

56^ 

497 

1063  1013  50  18.4 

19.1 

22 

1947 

58,170 

571 

563 

1134  1081  53  19.4 

20.5 

32 

1948 

59,060 

515 

494 

1009  963  46  17.0 

17.9 

25 

1949 

59,400 

486  ! 

431 

917  , 886  I 31  15.4 

16.7 

25 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Total 

Under 
1 wk. 

1-4 

wks. 

1-3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths 

Prematurity  

13 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis  

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Atelectasis  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions  

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spina  Bifida  

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asphyxia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

Marasmus  ...i 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Intestinal  Obstruction 
Congenital  Stricture  of 

1 

' 

1 

Larynx  

T r a c heo-  Oesophageal 

1 

' 

' ' ' 

1 

Fistula  

Haemorragic  Disease  of 

1 

1 

■ 

Newborn  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Haemolytic  Anaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  •. 

36 

21 

4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

This  total  of  36  deaths  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  39  per  1,000  live  births 


Numbers  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age, 
during  each  Year  since  Formation  of  Borough 


YEAR 

TOTAL 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1937 

26 

21 

24 

20 

2 

1 

1938 

27 

20 

24 

17 

3 

3 

1939 

28 

25 

25 

18 

3 

7 

1940 

29 

24 

24 

23 

5 

1 

1941 

40 

26 

34 

23 

6 

3 

1942 

29 

28 

28 

25 

1 

3 

1943 

31 

19 

25 

16 

6 

3 

1944 

31 

27 

23 

25 

8 

2 

1945 

22 

17 

19 

14 

3 

3 

1946 

33 

24 

30 

21 

3 

3 

1947 

39 

26 

33 

22 

6 

4 

1948 

21 

19 

21 

18 

— 

1 

1949 

18 

18 

18 

16 

— 

2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


Article 

Number  Examiiied 

No.  aaulteraied  or 

otherwise  giving  rise 
to  iiTegularity 

No.  of 
Vendois 
Warned 

Iiiform- 

aiions 

l.iid 

Formal 

Iiifotmal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Tctal 

1 

SECTION  4. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

During  the  year  201  samples  of  food  were  purchased  and  submitted  for 
^alysis  91  were  formal  and  110  were  informal  samples,  and  fSl 
details  of  these  are  set  out  in  the  following  table.  ^ 
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iiawn  

breakfast  Spread 

Hood  Purifying  Mixture... 

Hack  Puddings  

booking  Fat  (sweetened) 

}ough  Mixture  

>unphorated  Oil  

Chocolate  Ice  

Chocolate  Spread  Powder 

bustard  Powder  

]hutney  Sauce  

)ereal  Confectionery  

)offee  Extract  

iarageen  Moss  

ieamCake  

Currie  Powder 

!)ake  Decoration  (edible)... 

Effervescing  Powder  

^ried  Fish  

ishCake 

^ishburger  

^ish  Paste  

’ood  Flavouring  Powder 

ntter  Mixture  

^ruit  Pectin  

jlace  Cherries 

jclatine  Powder  

ierbs  (cleansing)  

ierbal  Tea  

health  Salts  

[loney  Lumps  

Ice  Cream  

influenza  Mixture  

[ams  

fCidney  Remedy 

^emonade  Powder  

[-emon  Barley  Powder 

puncheon  Sausage  

klilk  

^4alted  Milk  Tablets  

Meat  Pies  

Meat  and  Potato  Pies  

Meat  Rissole  

Melba  Toast 

Meat,  Yeast,  etc.  Extract  ... 


80 


80 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


72 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

81 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


— 1 


11  — 


— 1 


11 

1 


152 


11 


15 


4 — 


Carried  Forward 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Article 

Numl 

>fr  Examined 

No.  adulterated  or 
otlierwise  giving  rise  to 
irregularity 

No.  of 
Vendors 
Warned 

Inform- 

ations 

laid 

Formal 

Iiifotmal 

Total 

I'ormal 

luioimal 

Total 

Brought  Forward 

80 

72 

152 

11 

4 

15 

4 

Mint  Sausage 

1 

1 





... 



- - 

Marmalade  (canned)  

— 

1 

1 









- 

Mayonnaise  (French)  

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nuttolene  Vegetable  Food 

— 

1 

1 

... 

Orange  Juice  (canned) 



1 

1 

- - 

Pepper  (white) 

— 

1 

1 

- 

„ (paprika)  

1 

1 

-- 

... 

■ 

Pate  de  Foie  (canned)  

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Potato  Crisps  

2 

2 

... 



Pork  and  Beef  (potted)  



1 

1 



Pastry  Mixture  

— 

3 

3 

.... 



Plum  Pudding  

... 

3 

3 

Rum  

1 

1 

■ . 

Sausages  (beef)  

8 

8 

2 

— 

2 

2 ' 

» (pork)  

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

„ (liver)  

— 

1 

1 

- 



„ (rusk,  potato  and  tomato) 

1 

1 

— 

__ 

- 



Sausage  Meat  

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Savoury  Nut  Meat  



1 

1 



Sulphur  and  Meat  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Savoury 

1 

1 

■ 



Soya  Flour  

— 

1 

1 



Sweet  Confectionery  



1 

1 



Salad  Cream  

2 

2 



Soyghetti  

1 

1 



Sauce  Powder  

. 

1 

1 

Shrimps 

— 

1 

1 



Shrimp  Sandwich 

1 

1 

Sandwich  Spread  

1 

1 

Tomato  Juice  (caimed)  

1 

1 

Whisky  

3 

3 



Yeast  Extract  

1 

1 

Total  for  Year 

91 

110 

201 

14 

7 

21 

8 

— 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
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LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (RIVERS  BOARD  AND 
GENERAL  POWERS)  ACT,  1938 

Sections  115  and  116  of  this  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  of  AprU,  1939,  have  been  adopted  by  the  Corporation  and  were 
administered  during  1949.  All  persons  and  premises  classified  under 
the  provisions  of  these  sections  of  the  Act  have  been  visited  and  the 
Inspectors  reports  show  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
being  maintained. 

These  Sections  provide  for  the  registration  of : — 

1.  Hawkers  of  Meat,  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables,  and  of  their 

premises  (if  any)  for  the  storage  of  such  goods. 

2.  Premises  used  in  connection  with  the  manufacture,  sale  or 

storage  of  ice  cream,  excluding  cinemas  and  restaurants. 

, 3.  Premises  used  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  sausage, 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat,  fish  or  other  food 
intended  for  sale. 


ICE  CREAM 

All  premises  at  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured  or  sold  were  regular- 
ly inspected,  364  visits  being  made  during  the  year. 

In  addition,  72  samples  were  taken  for  bateriological  examination. 
These  samples  were  submitted  to  a methylene  blue  reduction  test,  and 
divided  into  four  grades,  in  accordance  with  a provisional  grading 
system  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  As  a working  basis, 
the  Ministry  have  suggested  that  50%  of  the  samples  from  any  one 
source  should  fall  into  grade  1,  80%  into  grades  1 and  2,  and  none  into 
grade  4.  No  claims  for  the  infallibility  of  this  test  are  made  by  the 
Ministry,  but  it  forms  a useful  adjunct  to  re^lar  inspection,  and  helps 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  technique  of  the  less  satisfactory  producers. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  all  of  whom  possess  the  necessary  qualifications  Shops, 
vehicles  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored,  conveyed  or  so 

are  kept  under  constant  supervision. 

In  carrying  out  this  work  the  following  inspections  were  made  . 

Butcher’s  Shops,  197  inspections. 

Other  Food  Shops,  Vehicles  and  Premises,  1,039  inspections. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Sixty-t\^o  pigs,  the  property  of  self-suppliers  or  pig  clubs,  were 
slaughtered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  In  every  case  an  Inspector 
witnessed  the  slaughter  and  examined  the  carcase.  Practically  all 
other  meat  consumed  in  the  area  comes  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Abattoir. 

A special  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  improve  the  conditions 
under  which  food  is  handled,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  increasing 
availability  of  materials  and  labour  for  reconstruction  of  premises,  and 
by  the  education  of  persons  employed  in  food  preparation. 

A card  was  prepared,  giving  a simple  summary  of  the  law  relating  to 
food-preparing  premises,  together  with  some  forcefully-expressed 
hints  on  what  should  and  should  not  be  done  by  those  engaged  in 
food-handling. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors,  armed  with  supplies  of  these  cards,  visited 
all  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  food  is  prepared  or  sold.  Not 
only  were  copies  of  the  card  left  at  each  establishment  visited,  but  its 
provisions  were  explained  in  detail,  and  the  recipients  were  urged  to 
seek  the  inspectors  advice  and  assistance  in  any  doubt  or  difficulty. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

On  September  30th,  1949,  there  were  15  cowkeepers  on  the  register. 
The  number  of  dairies  and  milk  shops  on  the  register,  other  than 
those  belonging  to  cowkeepers,  is  22. 

The  visits  of  inspection  made  during  the  year  numbered  369.  Of 
116  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  Borough  and  submitted  for  exam- 
ination, 2 or  1.7%,  of  the  total  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 
The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  notified  in  each  instance, 
and  examination  of  the  respective  herds  was  subsequently  carried 
out  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  The  animals  found  to  be  infected  were  removed  and 
slaughtered. 

CLEANLINESS  OF  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  adopted  by  the  Corporation  is  that 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry.  142  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  and  of  these  107,  or  75 
per  cent,  reached  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness  ; 35  were  found 
to  have  B.Coli  present  in  1 100  c.c.,  and  34  failed  to  pass  the  methylene 
blue  test. 

Producers  of  samples  failing  to  reach  the  required  standard  were 
visited  and  requested  to  exercise  more  care  in  their  methods  of  pro- 
duction and  in  the  handling  and  storage  of  milk,  and,  since  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  partic- 
ulars of  such  samples  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Milk  Production 
officer  to  the  Lancashire  War  Agriculture  Executive  Committee. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
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The  following  articles  of  food,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
were  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  where  necessary,  destroyed.  In 
certain  cases,  on  the  undertaking  that  it  would  not  be  used  for  human 
consumption,  the  food  was  returned  to  the  wholesaler,  utilised  for 
other  purposes. 


Apples  (frozen)  .... 

55  

55  

„ Sauce  

Apricots  

Asparagus  

Beans  

Bacon  

55  

Beef  Loaf  (minced) 
Barley  Kernels 

Beetroot  

Bristlings  

Brawn  

Beef  (corned)  

Crayfish  

Crawfish  

Coffee  

Carrots 

Cough  Mixture 

Crab  Paste  

Cheese  

Cake  

Damsons  

Dates 

Fish  Paste  

55  

Fish  

Fish  Roes  

Fruit  Puddings  .... 
Grapefruit  Juice 
Gravy  Browning  .... 

Grapes  

Geese  

Herrings  

Ham  Loaf  

Jams  

55  

Kippers 

Lamb  Tongues  .... 
Lemon  Cheese 
Milk  (condensed) 

„ (evaporated) 
Marmalade  

55  

Macedoines  

Macaroni  i... 


^Ibs. 

Mussels 

8 tins. 

Meat  (luncheon)  

1 bott. 

Meat  

1 tin. 

Meat  & Gravy  

2 tins. 

Meat  & Vegetables 

2 tins. 

Nescafe  

79  tins. 

Oranges  

18  lbs. 

Orange  Juice 

1 tin. 

Pancake  Mixture 

7 tins. 

Pilchards  

19  pkts. 

Pate  de  Foie  Gras 

7 tins. 

Peas  

3 tins. 

Pickles  

6 tins. 

Pork  ... 

1 tin. 

Pork  & Beef  

1 tin. 

Plums  

19  tins. 

55  • • 

74  botts. 

Peaches  

13  tins. 

Pears  

62  botts. 

Rhubarb  

2 tins. 

Sultanas  

3 ctns. 

Salad  Cream  

24  lbs. 

Snock  

1 tin. 

Sardines  

9 oz. 

Salmon  

1 tin. 

Sausages  

1 jar. 

55  

11  sts. 

Steak  & Carrots  

53  tins. 

Soups  

3 tins. 

Scotch  Broth 

7 tins. 

Spinach 

4 botts. 

Sauce 

24  tins. 

Syrup  

100  lbs. 

Spaghetti 

4 tins. 

Spaghetti  & Meat 

1 tin. 

SemoUna  

16  jars. 

Sponge  Mixture  

7 tins. 

Steamed  Pudding  Mixture 

4 bxs. 

Sandwich  Spread 

2 tins. 

Tomatoes 

2 jars. 

Tomato  Juice 

164  tins. 

Veal  Loaf  

267  tins. 

Veal  (jellied)  

17  jars. 

Vegetables  (mixed) 

54  tins. 

Vinegar 

7 tins. 

Walnuts  (pickled)  

6 lbs. 

Wheat  Flakes  

9 tins. 
7 tins. 
110  lbs. 

3 tins. 
47  tins. 

1 tin. 

1 cwt. 

4 tins. 
4 pkts. 

42  tins. 
1 tin. 

60  tins. 
9 jars. 
15  tins. 
4 tins. 
14  tins. 
2 botts. 

2 tins. 
2 tins. 
2 tins. 

30 i lbs. 
66  botts. 
1 tin. 

12  tins. 
17  tins. 
41  i lbs. 

4 tins. 
2 tins. 
68  tins. 

13  tins. 
2 tins. 

8 botts. 

1 jar. 
10  tins. 

2 tins. 
26  pkts. 
22  pkts. 

7 pkts. 

43  jars. 
36  tins. 

3 tins. 
28  tins. 

4 tins. 
6 tins. 
1 bott. 

1 jar. 
102  pkts. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936 

Four  cowkeepers  hold  licences  from  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
for  the  production  of  accredited  milk. 

The  Corporation  granted  dealers’  licences  to  31  purveyors  of  tuber- 
culin tested  milk,  and  to  6 purveyors  of  pasteurised  milk.  One  dairy- 
man holds  a licence  to  bottle  and  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk. 
In  addition  six  supplementary  licences  to  use  the  designations  Tuber- 
culin Tested  or  Pasteurised  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough 
were  granted  to  purveyors  of  milk  retailing  in  the  Borough  by  deliveries 
from  dairies  in  neighbouring  areas. 


BAKEHOUSES 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  34  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  3 of 
these  being  basement  bakehouses.  All  bakehouses  were  inspected, 
and  generally  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfaaory 
condition,  114  visits  being  made  during  the  year.- 

In  several  instances  bakehouses  were  noticed  to  be  in  need  of 
cleansing  and  limewashing,  and  on  notifying  the  occupier  the  matter 
was  promptly  remedied.  Various  minor  defeas  were  noted  and  on 
intimation  were  subsequently  rectified. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Seaion  54  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  Certificates  of  Suitability  are  in  existence  in  respect  of  the 
three  basement  bakehouses. 


FOOD  POISONING 

On  22nd  August,  a Medical  Practitioner  in  the  Great  Crosby  area 
reported  that  four  of  his  patients  were  apparently  suffering  from  food 
poisoning.  One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  once  went  to  their 
homes  to  commence  investigations.  The  affected  persons  all  lived  in 
a long  road  lined  with  small  houses  ; the  inspector  was  well  known  to 
the  occupants,  who  promptly  informed  him  that  many  more  people 
were  affected. 

The  immediate  aim  was  to  find  out  what,  if  any,  food  had  been  eaten 
in  common  by  the  affected  persons,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  all 
had  eaten  picked  shrimps  from  a common  source. 

The  supplier  was  at  once  visited  and  advised  to  sell  no  more  shrimps 
while  investigations  were  in  progress  ; aural,  nasal,  faecal  and  urinary 
specimens  were  obtained  from  the  four  persons  who  had  assisted  in 
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preparing  the  shrimps.  These,  together  with  samples  of  the  precared 

shriinps  and  scrapings  from  a crack  in  the  wooden  top  of  the  talk  on 

which  the  shrimps  were  prepared,  were  submitted  for  bacter  ololS 
examination.  av-ik-iiuiugiLai 


Attention  was  then  given  to  estabUshing  the  precise  cause  and  nature 
of  the  outbreak.  Door-to-door  visits  were  therefore  made  ■ in  dl 
some  70  ^rsons  who  had  eaten  the  shrimps  were  traced,  and  of  these 
55  vyere  ill  m varying  degrees.  Those  affected  were  asked  to  supply 
specimens  of  faeces  for  bacteriological  examination.  By  this  time  the 
bacteriologist  had  reported  that  Staphylococcus  aureus  were  present  in 
the  picked  shrimps,  the  nasal  swabs  of  all  four  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  their  preparation  and  the  scrapings  from  the  table  at  which  they 
worked.  Staphylococcus  aureus  were  later  isolated  from  the  faeces  of 
many  of  the  patients. 


It  seemed  clear  that  the  identity  of  the  casual  organism  responsible  for 
vthe  infection  and  its  source  had  now  been  demonstrated  beyond 
reasonable  doubt,  but  the  question  as  to  why  this  sudden  explosive 
outbreak  had  occurred,  with  no  record  of  previous  cases,  still  remained 
unanswered.  Further  enquiry,  however,  brought  to  light  a reasonable 
explanation  of  this  also.  It  was  the  fisherman’s  usual  practice,  upon 
arriving  home  with  his  catch,  to  boil  the  shrimps  in  a salt  solution, 
pick  them,  place  them  in  a bucket  to  cool,  and  sell  them  to  his  customers. 
On  this  occasion,  fearing  that  his  supply  would  prove  insufficient,  he 
went  out  for  a second  catch  of  shrimps,  which,  after  preparation,  were 
placed,  still  hot,  upon  those  already  in  the  bucket.  It  seems  probable 
that  the  incubating  effect  of  this  treatment  upon  the  first  consignment 
facilitated  the  multiplication  of  the  bacteria,  thereby  producing  a food 
capable  of  causing  severe  distress  to  those  consuming  it. 


All  the  affected  persons  experienced  relief  from  the  more  acute 
symptoms  in  a short  time,  but  in  the  old  and  delicate  someafter-effects 
were  still  perceptible  two  or  three  weeks  later.  There  is  no  record  of 
permanent  disability  in  any  of  the  patients. 


Throughout  our  enquiry,  the  fisherman  concerned,  his  employees, 
and  the  affected  persons,  gave  every  assistance  in  their  power,  and  the 
successful  result  of  the  investigation  was  due  in  no  small  measure  to  their 
friendly  co-operation. 
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SECTION  5 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY 
During  the  year  868  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  and  the 
corrected  total  of  confirmed  cases  amounted  to  850.  This  figure  shows 
a reduction  of  175  cases  compared  with  last  year’s  total  of  1025. 

The  subsequent  table  gives  details  of  age  groups,  deaths,  etc. 

Each  case  was  investigated,  436  visits  being  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  that  purpose. 

Both  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  and  principals  of  individual 
schools  were  notified  of  occurrences  concerning  school  children,  and  the 
Public  Libraries  Department  was  informed  of  all  cases. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  four  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  during  1949,  as 
compared  with  one  during  1948.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital,  and  no  deaths  were  recorded.  In  fact,  there  have  been  no 
deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  Borough  since  1944. 

This  very  low  incidence  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  intensive  campaign  of 
immunisation  which  is  continuously  being  pursued. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  133  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  compared  with  70  the  previous 
year.  50  were  removed  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough 

291  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  w’ere  recorded,  compared  with  158 
the  previous  year.  Two  of  the  cases  having  complications  were 
removed  to  hospital,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Measles 

There  were  352  cases  of  Measles,  compared  with  728  the  previous 
year.  Four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  no  deaths  were 
recorded. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  were  six  confirmed  cases  during  the  year,  compared  with  one 
the  previous  year.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  there 
was  one  death. 


Infectious  Diseases 
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Acute  Encephalitis 

There  was  one  case  notified  and  removed  to  hospital.  One  death  wa. 
recorded. 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

During  July  and  August,  there  was  a minor  outbreak  of  paratyphoid 
fever  on  Merseyside.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  cases  were 
notified,  of  whom  thirty  were  residents  in  the  Borough.  Of  these 
eighteen  were  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering  from  the  disease  • 
all  recovered.  ’ 

Paratyphoid  fever  is  commonly  contracted  by  the  ingestion  of  food 
contaminated  by  the  discharges  of  persons  harbouring  the  bacteria. 
The  method  of  controlling  the  spread  of  infection  is  therefore  obvious, 
though  its  application  in  practice  is  by  no  means  easy.  Speed  is  essen- 
tial, for  if  the  source  of  the  outbreak  is  not  traced  before  secondary 
cases  appear,  the  complexity  of  the  enquiry  is  seriously  increased. 

As  soon  as  notifications  began  to  come  in,  all  cases  were  visited  by  the 
sanitary  inspectors,  who  obtained  exhaustive  lists  of  foods  eaten  by 
patients  and  contacts,  both  at  home  and  outside.  Specimens  of  urine 
and  faeces  from  suspects  were  taken,  and  together  with  samples  of 
foodstuffs  eaten  in  common  by  more  than  one  affected  household,  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  A map  showing  the  location 
of  cases  was  prepared,  and  close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the 
Medical  Officers  of  adjoining  districts. 

During  the  investigation,  some  hundreds  of  visits  were  made  to 
houses  and  shops  in  the  Borough  ; in  addition,  sixty-two  specimens  of 
urine  and  faeces,  and  eighteen  samples  of  food,  were  obtained  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  information  obtained,  when  collated,  pointed  clearly  to  the  prod- 
ucts of  a large  food  manufacturing  firm  as  the  source  of  infection.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  the  area  in  which  their  factory  is  situated  therefore 
arranged  for  specimens  of  blood  and  faeces  to  be  taken  from  over  four 
hundred  and  fifty  employees  of  the  firm,  and  the  infection  was  traced 
to  a healthy  carrier  of  the  disease  in  their  employ.  This  person  was 
treated  in  hospital,  and  by  the  middle  of  August  new  notifications  had 
ceased. 

Disinfection 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  premises  where  infectious  ffiseases 
occurred,  and  during  the  year  338  houses  were  treated.  In  a on, 
2,263  articles  of  clothing,  bedding  etc.,  and  361  libraty  books  were 
removed  from  such  houses  and  treated  at  the  disinfecting  station. 


Table  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Monthly  Analysis  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1949. 


Infectious  Diseases 
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Disease  i 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria,  including 
Membraneous  Croup  | 

Measles 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary 

or  Influenzal)  

Poliomyelitis,  Acute  

Polio-encephalitis,  Acute 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Food  Poisoning  

Erysipelas 

Totals 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  during  each  Year 
since  the  Formation  of  the  Borough 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Numbers  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  (after 
correction),  during  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the 

Borough. 


Disease 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever 

83 

124 

474 

109 

76 

53 

104 

150 

140 

122 

102 

70 

133 

Whooping 

Cough 

37 

4 

1 

26 

138 

19 

48 

41 

22 

94 

80 

157 

291 

Diphtheria  & 
Memb.  Croup 

87 

223 

146 

103 

181 

149 

80 

41 

40 

.5 

4 

1 

4 

Measles  

278 

474 

28 

893 

72 

328 

534 

515 

145 

378 

327 

728 

352 

Pneumonia 
(acuteprimary 
or  influenzal) 

63 

36 

38 

74 

73 

82 

42 

26 

21 

30 

37 

31 

Cerebro- 
spinal Fever 

— 

1 

17 

4 

6 

9 

6 

5 

6 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

' 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Acute  Polio- 
encephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

6 

_ 

5 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

4 

8 

9 

19 

9 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Smallpox 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

2 

21 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever  

7 

8 

2 

5 

34 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Food 

Poisoning 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

20 

23 

27 

32 

15 

14 

16 

15 

17 

9 

10 

13 

5 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cholera  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing 
Fever  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Immunisation 


DIPHTHERIA 

The  facilities  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  which  have 
been  available  to  residents  for  several  years  were  continued  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  during  1949. 


The  prophylactics  used  were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  & Co. 

For  young  children,  the  method  of  treatment  adopted  consists  of  two 
injections  of  A.P.T.  at  an  inter\'al  of  one  month,  the  first  injection  being 
0.2.  C.C.,  and  the  second  0.5  c.c.  For  older  children  and  adults,  three 
injections  of  T.A.F.,  each  of  one  c.c.,  are  administered  at  fortnightly 
intervals. 


Under 

5 yrs. 

5-15 

yrs. 

Total 

Child  population 

5248 

8578 

13826 

Number  of  children  who  have  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  1949 

727 

659 

1386 

Estimated  number  of  the  child  pop- 
ulation who  had  completed  a full 
course  of  immunisation  by  the  end 
of  1949  

2204 

5121 

7325 

Percentage  of  the  child  population 
treated  at  the  end  of  1949 

AlO' 

/O 

60% 

53°; 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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Age 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1 

,1942 

1943 

1 

194411945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

0 + 

16 

13 

7 

1 

2 

4 

2 

18 

1 

20 

1 

3 

2 

26 

57 

26 

237 

1 + 

59 

33 

23 

15 

21 

15 

20 

131 

229 

180 

210 

299 

361 

314 

477 

358 

2 + 

40 

29 

17 

8 

27 

37 

78 

90 

160 

86 

110 

162 

51 

55 

127 

67 

3 + 

61 

94 

26 

6 

27 

32 

75 

83 

145 

41 

30 

76 

52 

13 

32 

35 

4 + 

48 

33 

26 

9 

26 

58 

78 

96 

154 

37 

34 

34 

33 

24 

32 

30 

5 + 

77 

80 

43 

16 

52 

56 

23 

105 

205 

75 

,24 

32 

20 

16 

34 

86 

6 + 

44 

38 

29 

11 

38 

47 

22 

75 

170 

35 

37 

31 

14 

12 

18 

105 

7 + 

37 

30 

18 

7 

32 

47 

12 

52 

133 

31 

27 

11 

10 

15 

6 

84 

84 

65 

63 

27 

24 

43 

38 

10 

59 

136 

30 

13 

6 

4 

7 

6 

84 

94 

48 

34 

11 

9 

14 

30 

8 

30 

120 

36 

17 

2 

8 

5 

2 

63 

10  4 

46 

34 

24 

6 

30 

34 

6 

42 

131 

37 

21 

7 

6 

4 

1 

66 

114 

35 

38 

24 

6 

16 

34 

6 

23 

113 

46 

12 

2 

— 

4 

1 

66 

124 

51 

64 

27 

16 

26 

50 

9 

22 

106 

46 

13 

2 

3 

3 

— 

46 

134 

28 

36 

14 

10 

15 

35 

6 

13 

103 

17 

15 

2 

3 

2 

— 

32 

144 

17 

8 

— 

2 

8 

52 

6 

2 

31 

12 

6 

1 

— 

5 

— 

27 

154 

15 

10 

1 

10 

74 

18 

2 

18 

1 • 

24 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

10 

687 

637 

317 

156 

451 

587 

363 

859 

1957 

734 

572 

669 

592 

539 

764 

1396 

Total  number 
3l  children  un- 
der five  years 


1949:— 2,204. 


Total  number 
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SECTION  7. 


Tuberculosis 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  105 
new  cases  were  notified  in  1949  as  suffering  from  this  disease,  95 
pulmonary  cases  and  10  non-pulmonary  cases. 

In  the  same  period  32  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  after 
notification  of  death. 

Details  of  all  new  cases  and  deaths  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Comparative  figures  for  1948,  namely  79  cases  notified  and  40 
removed  from  the  Register  after  death,  indicate  an  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  during  1949. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Tuber- 
culosis) Regulations,  1930,  particulars  of  all  cases  falling  within 
the  specified  age  groups  were  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service. 

The  activities  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  organisation 
responsible  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  within  the  Borough, 
were  well  maintained  during  the  year.  Good  co-operation  exists 
between  this  Department  and  the  local  Dispensary. 


« 

Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

I’ulmonary  

^ Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0+ 

1 i .... 

1 + 

• • « . 

• • . • 

3 

....  ' 3 

2 

2 

5 + 

4 

1 

1 6 

10+ 

2 

1 

1 

4 

15  + 

1 

9 

1 11 

20  + 

6 

9 

15 

1 

1 

25  + 

8 

7 

' 2 

1 18 

1 

5 

6 

35  + 

10 

9 

1 

20 

3 

3 

6 

45+ 

9 

4 

.... 

....  ! 13 

8 

2 

1 

.... 

11 

55  + 

3 

1 

....  4 

1 

1 

65+ 

7 

2 

....  ; 9 

3 

1 

4 

75  + 

2 

.... 

2 

1 

.... 

1 

Totals 

52 

43 

7 

3 105 

17 

11 

4 

■ 

.... 
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Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  Crosby  since  the 
Formation  of  the  Borough 


Years 

New  Cases 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Total 

1937 

66 

19 

85 

35 

6 41 

1938 

58 

20 

78 

35 

4 ' 39 

1939 

53 

23 

76 

« 26 

5 1 31 

1940 

71 

12 

83 

41 

5 ! 46 

1941 

77 

18 

95 

47 

12  1 59 

1942 

70 

15 

85 

40 

4 44 

1943 

73 

20 

93 

40 

2 i 42 

1944 

84 

20 

104 

36 

8 44 

1945 

68 

16 

84 

36 

3 ! 39 

1946 

96 

13 

109 

47 

7 54 

1947 

68 

14 

82 

41 

4 45 

1948 

70 

9 

79 

36 

4 I 40 

1949 

95 

10 

105 

28 

4 i 32 

34 


Shops  Acts,  1912-1938 


SECTION  8 


Shops  Acts,  1912  to  1938,  and  the  Young  Persons 
(Employment)  Act  of  1938.  (Part  1.) 

The  routine  inspection  of  shops  under  the  above  Acts  was  continued 
during  1949.  A total  of  1050  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 
and  defects  and  contraventions  discovered  were  referred  to  the 
persons  responsible.  These  matters  received  prompt  attention  and 
were  dealt  with  informally.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  946 
occupied  shops  on  the  register  ; there  are  very  few  empty  shops  in  the 
area. 

Dealing  as  they  do  with  such  diverse  matters  as  the  closing  hours  of 
shops,  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  w'orkers,  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment of  young  persons,  and  the  restriction  of  trading  on  Sundays, 
the  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  gives  rise  to  many  problems. 

Each  of  this  series  of  aas  aimed  at  restricting  trading  hours  or 
improving  the  lot  of  the  shop  worker,  but  the  factor  which  brought 
about  the  greatest  change  of  all  in  his  life  was  the  recent  world  war. 
Owing  to  war-time  restrictions  of  trading  hours  the  public  have  become 
accustomed  to  shopping  earlier  with  the  result  that,  even  with  the 
increasing  quantity  and  variety  of  goods  now  available,  the  majority  of 
shops  close  much  earlier  than  the  statutorj’  closing  hour  and  will 
probably  still  continue  to  do  so  when  the  restrictions  are  removed  at 
the  end  of  1950.  Thus  the  hours  of  employment  for  the  majority  of 
shop  workers  are  now  comparable  w’ith  those  of  persons  in  other 
occupations,  and  in  certain  trades  conditions  of  service  are  further 
safeguarded  by  Wages  Boards  created  under  the  Wages  Councils  Act  of 
1945. 

Another  result  of  the  war  and  also  of  the  raising  of  the  school  leaving 
age  is  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  young  persons  employed  in  shops. 

The  small  general  shop  continues  to  be  the  greatest  olfender  against 
legislation  concerning  closing  hours.  In  a number  of  instances 
purchasers  during  unlawful  hours  at  such  shops  have  proved  to  be 
women  factory  or  shop  workers,  who  maintain  that  they  cannot  shop 
at  any  other  time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  problem  can  be 
overcome,  more  particularly  during  the  present-day  condition  of  full 
employment. 

From  time  to  time,  usually  coinciding  with  a period  of  fine  weather, 
complaints  are  received  from  rival  traders  near  the  shore  regarding  the 
sale  on  the  weekly  half-holiday  or  on  Sundays  of  prohibited  articles 


Shops  Acts,  1912-1938 


35 


such  as  buckets,  spades  and  other  toys.  Illegal  sales  such  as  these  have 
necessitated  measured  vigilance  and  extra  visits  by  the  inspector 
taking  up  much  time  which  could  be  better  utiUsed  in  other  direction 
Some  traders  have  expressed  their  intention  to  press  for  fat  an  orHe^ 
under  the  Shops  Aa  1912,  whereby,  in  places  freq^med  L hoHdt 
resorts  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the  local  authority  may 
suspend  the  weekly  half-holiday  for  a period  not  exceeding  four  months 
md  (b)  an  order  under  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions)  Act 
1936,  whereby  in  similar  locahties  the  local  authority  may  permit 
certain  specified  transactions  on  not  more  than  eighteen  Sundays  in  the 
year.  Such  orders  would  have  the  effect  of  legaUsing  the  sales  men- 
tioned above.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  Crosby  could  be  classed  as  a 
holiday  resort,  and  even  more  doubtful  if  a majority  of  the  traders 
concerned  would  be  in  favour  of  the  orders. 


Consolidation  and  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to  shops  is  long 
overdue,  but  even  when  the  considerable  changes  envisaged  in  the 
reports  of  the  Gowers  Committee  on  this  subject  are  put  into  effea  this 
will  still  remain,  perhaps  unavoidably,  a complicated  and  difficult  part 
of  the  department’s  work. 


SECTION  9 


Factories  Act,  1937 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

In- 

spections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

77 

140 

1 

1 

4 ; 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

113 

214 

1 

9 1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

4 

9 

Total 

194 

363 

13 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecu- 
tions 
were  In- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

R« 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

iferred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

W ant  of  cleanliness  (S . 1 .) 

13 

11 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.)  ... 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.)  ... 

(a)  insufficient  

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

30 

25 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  

6 

6 

Total  

56 

44 

- 

1 

- 

HOME  WORKERS 

Occupiers  of  factories  from  which  work  of  certain  kinds  is  given 
out  are  compelled  to  keep  a list  of  outworkers  employed  by  them,  and 
to  send  a copy  of  the  list  to  the  Local  Authority  in  February  and 
August  of  each  year.  Such  lists  were  received  relating  to  six 
outworkers,  all  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

The  home  workers  were  visited  on  each  occasion  and  the  premises 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  10 


Housing  and  Environmental  Hygiene 
NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


(a) .  Total 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority 105 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  19 

4.  War-damaged  houses  re-built  6 

(b) .  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority 105  (as  above) 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
During  the  year  5,697  premises  in  the  Borough  were  inspected. 


To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisance  found  during  these  inspec- 
tions, 1,862  preliminary  notices  were  served  upon  owners  and 
occupiers.  Cases  in  which  these  notices  were  not  complied  with  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  upon  whose  order  474  statutory 
notices  were  served. 


Premises  were  visited  while  w'ork  was  in  progress  with  the  object 
of  ensuring  that  the  nuisances  were  satisfactorily  abated,  the  number  of 
such  re-inspections  being  5,691.  4,642  nuisances  were  discovered 
and  4,220  abated  during  the  year. 


In  four  cases  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  for  failure  to  comply 
with  statutory  notices,  and  orders  were  made  by  the  court  requiring 
the  defendants  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work. 


Intimations  were  sent  to  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department 
on  195  occasions  regarding  the  following  matters  noted  during 
inspections  of  the  district. 


Choked  or  damaged  sewers  and  drains 

Dangerous  walls  and  buildings 

Defective  paving 

Refuse  and  debris  removal  

Public  Convenience  defects  

Sundry  complaints  and  defects 

In  all  cases  the  intimations  received  prompt  attention. 


105 

22 

26 

17 

2 

23 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a).  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defeas  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  5,697 

(b).  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  11 ,390 


2.  (a).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  — 

(b).  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  — 

3.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  — 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  (3)  above)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1,862 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
ofl&cers 1,178 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  474 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a) .  By  owners  498 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Aa, 
1936:— 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  

OVERCROWDING 

Though  the  Council  have  continued  their  efforts  to  relieve  over- 
crowding by  re-housing  the  most  urgent  cases,  the  day  is  probably  far 
distant  when  this  very  serious  evil  will  no  longer  be  a source  of  anxiety. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  AND  FISH  FRIERS 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  offensive  trades 
are  carried  on. 


establishments  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1949.  69  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year 
and  m all  cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition.  Minor  matters  discovered  in  inspection 
were  all  remedied  informally. 


REMOVAL ‘OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Engineer 
and  is  supervised  by  the  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

The  removal  of  household  refuse  throughout  the  Borough  is 
effected  by  me^s  of  mechanised  vehicles.  In  Little  Crosby  Village, 
where  the  closet  and  refuse  accommodation  is  mainly  of  the  privy 
midden  type,  the  middens  are  emptied  by  corporation  workmen,  and 
local  farmers  remove  the  refuse  on  to  the  land  for  manure. 

Ashbins  and  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  and  privy  middens 
at  intervals  of  approximately  two  months. 

Shop  refuse  is  removed  twice  weekly  by  means  of  a covered  motor 
vehicle,  and  the  charge  for  collection  is  3d.  per  bin  after  one  free  bin. 

The  Corporation  dispose  of  the  refuse  by  controlled  tipping. 

During  the  year  a total  of  14,636  tons  of  refuse  was  collected  and 
removed. 

415  tons  of  salvage  was  collected  during  the  year. 


STREAMS  AND  WATERCOURSES 

The  streams  and  ditches  are  cleansed  and  bottomed  by  their 
respective  owners,  and  receive  frequent  inspection. 

Ditches  form  a convenient  dumping  place  for  garden  and  other 
refuse,  and  as  building  extends  into  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough, 
constantly  increasing  supervision  is  necessary,  if  these  watercourses 
are  not  to  become  offensive. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  are  five  factory  chimneys  in  the  Borough,  four  laundries, 
and  one  large  mail  order  stores. 

There  are  no  Bye-Laws  in  force  under  the  Public  Health  (Smoke 
Abatement)  Act,  1926,  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

CINEMAS 

There  are  seven  cinemas  in  the  Borough.  All  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  well  conducted. 

VERMIN-INFESTED  PREMISES 

Where  vermin  are  found,  whatever  treatment  seems  most  appro- 
priate is  promptly  applied.  Bug-infested  dwellings  are  liberally 
sprayed  with  a solution  of  5%  D.D.T.  in  paraffin.  Bedding  is  re- 
moved before  spraying  commences,  treated  wdth  high  pressure  steam, 
and  returned,  aired  and  ready  for  use,  on  the  same  day.  Flies,  fleas 
and  moths  are  dealt  with  by  a lighter  spraying  with  the  same  insecti- 
cide, or  by  the  dissemination  of  insecticidal  smokes  in  the  atfected 
rooms.  Cockroaches,  ants  and  ‘silverfish’  are  combated  by  the  use  of 
a mixture  of  10%  D.D.T.  in  an  inert  powder.  This  has  proved 
effective,  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  almost  odourless 

It  is  not  unusual  during  the  summer  months  to  receive  an  urgent 
call  from  a householder  embarrased  by  the  presence  of  a wasps  nest 
in  his  garden  or  under  his  house.  Treatment  in  these  cases  has  to  be 
carefully  adapted  to  the  circumstances,  and  applied  with  discretion. 
Where  possible  the  wasps  have  been  poisoned  by  the  use  of  a pro- 
prietary powder  containing  cyanide.  In  other  cases  they  have  been 
‘ burned  out  ’ by  igniting  petrol ; but  when  the  nest  is  under  floor- 
boards, the  only  practical  remedy  has  been  the  liberal  application  of 
D.D.T.  Solution. 

Special  precautions  are  taken  to  guard  against  the  risk  of  bug- 
infestation  in  Corporation  houses.  The  dwelling  and  effects  of  every 
prospective  tenant  are  minutely  examined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  if  the  least  trace  of  infestation  is  found,  the  furniture  is  fumigated 
with  hydrogen  cyanide  during  removal.  This  work  is  carried  out  by 
contractors  in  the  employ  of  the  Council.  At  the  same  time,  bedding, 
etc,  is  treated  by  high  pressure  steam  in  the  Corporation’s  Disinfector. 

All  complaints  received  regarding  infestation  were  investigated,  and 
bugs  were  found  in  the  following  premises  : — 

Council  Houses,  42. 

Other  Houses,  253. 

314  visits  of  inspection  were  recorded  under  this  heading  during  the 
year,  and  295  premises  were  disinfested  on  account  of  infestation  by 
fleas,  moths,  cockroaches,  ants,  ‘ silverfish  ’ and  wasps. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 
There  are  no  temporary  dwellings  in  the  Borough. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

All  premises  in  the  Borough  where  rodent  infestations  were  found 
or  reported  have  been  treated  by  the  rodent  operative,  who  made 
3,240  visits  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  premises  treated  was  657,  of  which  556  were 
private  houses,  76  business  premises  and  25  properties  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Local  Authority.  The  Corporations ’s  refuse  tip  also 
received  regular  attention. 

The  methods  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  are  usually  employed,  and  have  proved  very  successful,  but 
it  is  still  occasionally  necessary  to  use  dogs  and  ferrets  in  the  outlying 
agricultural  areas. 

Sewers  in  the  Borough  have  been  treated  twice  during  the  year 
for  the  presence  of  rats.  The  table  below  sets  out  the  result  of  the 
treatments.  ' 


1st  Treatment 

2nd  Treatment 

Number  of  Manholes  baited 

459 

456 

35  35 

33 

showing  pre- 

$ 

bait  ‘ t^e  ’ 

97 

118 

33  33 

33 

showing  com- 
plete ‘ take  ’ 

52 

87 

33  33 

35 

showing  par- 
tial ‘ take  ’ 

45 

31 

33  33 

33 

showing  bait 
untouched 

362 

338 

PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  19  Public  Elementary  Schools  in 
the  Borough.  The  names  of  all  children  who  are  excluded  from 
school  on  account  of  infectious  disease  in  their  homes  are  notified 
to  the  Education  Department,  and  the  Head  Teachers  are  also 
informed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  1949 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act....  5697 

„ ,,  re-visited  under  Public  Health  Act....  5691 


„ inspected  re  overcrowding  13 

„ inspected  re  vermin 314 

complaints  received  and  investigated 2789 


General  Sanitation 


Number  of  visits  re 


re 

ii 

a 

to 

>1 

to 

» 

» 

to 

» 

» 

to 

>9 

re 

>y 

>9 

re 

99 

to 

*» 

99 

re 

n 

99 

re 

II 

99 

to 

Water  supply  ... 

Drainage  

Stables  and  piggeries  

Factories,  work  places,  outworkers  rooms 

Public  Conveniences  

Theatres  and  Cinemas  

Refuse  Collection  and  Deposit  

Rats  and  Mice  

Petroleum  Stores 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection 

Smoke  observations  

Common  Yards  and  Passages  


445 

304 

18 

373 

45 

6 

109 

3240 

39 

488 

19 

67 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Number  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  

„ „ to  Cowsheds  

jj  „ to  Dairies  

,j  j,  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

JJ  JJ  to  Fried  Fish  Shops 

JJ  JJ  to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

JJ  JJ  to  Grocers  

JJ  JJ  to  Bakehouses  

JJ  JJ  to  Restaurants  

JJ  JJ  to  Licensed  Houses  

JJ  JJ  to  Ice  Cream  Premises 

JJ  JJ  to  Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

JJ  JJ  to  Street  Hawkers  and  Vendors 

,,  Food  and  Drug  Samples  taken  

JJ  Milk  Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  exam. 
JJ  Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  „ ,, 


197 

96 

273 

106 

69 

189 

221 

114 

57 

26 

364 

232 

25 

201 

142 

72 


Miscellaneous 


Number  of  visits  to  Shops  under  Shops  Act  1050 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc 405 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  1015 


Disinfection 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  319 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  after 
infectious  uiscsscs  

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  361 
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Number  of  verminous  rooms  disinfested  747 

Notices  served  and  complied  with 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  1852 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  1178 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  !!!!!!!!"”!"!!.  474 

Niunber  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 498 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  and  Defects  remedied 

(a)  Dwelling  houses 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  333 

External  walls  repointed  179 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  507 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  126 

Windows  and  sashcords  repaired  or  renewed  713 

Cooking  ranges  and  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  137 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired  10 

Sinks  provided  or  repaired  30 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  or  supply  improved 256 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 314 

Stairs,  doors  and  woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 261 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired  71 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  91 

Dangerous  walls  rebuilt  24 

Dampness  abated 161 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  83 

Additional  lighting  or  ventilation  provided  2 

Miscellaneous  items 81 

(b)  Drainage 

Drains  cleared  of  obstruction 122 

Drainage  repaired,  reconstructed,  etc 58 

(c)  Water  Closets 

New  water  closets  provided  6 

W.C.  compartments  repaired  and  cleansed  61 

W.C.  pedestals  and  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  341 

(d)  Dustbins 

New  dustbins  provided  - 185 

(e)  Sundry  items 14 


G.  F.  LEWIS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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